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About

Seth C. Oranburg is a law professor and scholar whose work sits at the intersection of technological disruption, institutional trust, and legal
design.

He studies how technological disruption destabilizes moral norms and social trust, and how
legal design can restore integrity to markets and institutions.

His work spans corporate and securities regulation, contracts, trade secrets, and digital
assets (including cryptocurrency and decentralized autonomous organizations). Oranburg
asks how law builds organizational trust—and how it responds when institutions fail.

Before entering academia, Oranburg practiced venture finance and emerging-company law
at Fenwick & West LLP in Silicon Valley, and antitrust law at Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
in Washington, DC. He earned his J.D., with honors, from the University of Chicago Law
School and his B.A., magna cum laude, from the University of Florida.

Seth C. Oranburg

Law Professor | Fintech Scholar | Public Commentator

Researching how technological disruption destabilizes moral norms and social trust, and how legal
design can restore integrity to markets and institutions

Since this is your home page, it might be helpful to think about your audience—especially newer law
students who may not be familiar with some of these concepts. To ensure anyone and everyone can
connect with your work, consider using plain language!

Also, | wonder if adding a personal touch at the end of your About section would be nice? A sentence or
two about your interests, hobbies, or life outside of work can help visitors and students get to know you
beyond your professional accomplishments.

Suggestion:

Seth C. Oranburg is a law professor who studies how new technology affects trust in business and
government.

He researches how technology changes what people consider right and wrong, and how it breaks down
trust in institutions. He looks for ways the law can help rebuild that trust and keep markets honest.

His work covers business law, securities rules, contracts, trade secrets, and digital money—including
cryptocurrency and online autonomous organizations.

Oranburg asks: How does law create trust in organizations? What should law do when institutions fail?

Before becoming a professor, he worked as a lawyer helping startups and venture capitalists at
Fenwick & West in Silicon Valley. He also worked on antitrust cases at Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
in Washington, D.C.

He graduated with honors from the University of Chicago Law School and magna cum laude from the
University of Florida.

When he isn’t working, Attorney Oranburg enjoys discovering new hiking trails near his home in New
Hampshire, spending time with his daughter, Zeeva, and cooking with his wife, Talia.
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Section Heading: Featured Guides & Essays

What the GENIUS Act Actually Does

March 30, 2026

GENIUS does not abandon securities law principles. It completes the trajectory of Halliburton Il — replacing litigation presumptions with continuous

disclosure and shifting from scienter to strict liability. Comment:

Section Heading: Latest Notes & Commentary Duplicated intentionally?

What the GENIUS Act Actually Does

March 30,2026 GUIDE

GENIUS does not abandon securities law principles. It completes the trajectory of Halliburton Il — replacing litigation presumptions with continuous
disclosure and shifting from scienter to strict liability.

Bar Preparation

5

Bar exam structure, rcparano stratevles success fACtOI'S, and reform debates.

Insights > Library » Lawyers & Learning » Bar Preparation

Comment:
No posts in this topic yet. Check back soon. Just flaggi ng

+ Back to the Library

Comment:

I would suggest having the back button go back to the prior page,
not all the way to the library. | was trying to go back to the “Lawyers
.| & Learning” page, but only option is to skip that page and go back

to library.
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Additional Lecture Series

Standalone video series on specialized topics.

Moral Philosophy of Business Law Traue Secret Law

14 videos 0 videos

»Watch playlist »Watch playlist

Additional Lecture Series

Standalone video series on specialized topics.

Moral Philosophy of Business Law Trade Secret Law

14 videos 0 videos

»Watch playlist »Watch playlist

Law Professors Mission to Israel Duplicate??
26 videos

»Watch playlist

Organized: The Business Law Breakdown
102 videos

»Watch playlist

Organized: The Business Law Breakdown
102 videos

»Watch playlist

Overview of Trade Secrets

5 videos

»Watch playlist




Podcast

Organized: The Business Law Breakdown — all seasons.

vListen to the full podcast catalog

Comment:

Possibly a webpage issue because
| have access to the podcasts on
Trade Secrets course page.

www.podbean.com refused to connect

Assessment

Self-test.yrounknowledge with Quaere, the learning outcome assessment platform with 1,330+ multiple-choice questions across three courses.

Open Quaere —

assessment to begin.

LAW-502 - PATENT & TRADE SECRET 0

Patent & Trade Secret — Core questiong
Concepts Sampler

This sampler covers foundational Patent & Trade Secret law topics
including trade secret definition and misappropriation.

TIME LIMIT ATTEMPTS
20 minutes &

LAW-503 - CONTRACTS 0 questions
Contracts — Chapter Sampler

This sampler covers key concepts from Contract Law. Read each
question carefully and select the best answer.

TIME LIMIT ATTEMPTS
20 minutes 3

My Mastery

Published assessments are available below. Enter your name and email after opening an

LAW-501 - BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 0

Business Associations — Agency &
Entities Sampler

questions

This sampler covers foundational Business Associations topics
including agency, partnerships, and corporations.

TIME LIMIT ATTEMPTS
20 minutes &

Comment:

No questions available.
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Podcast: Organized

A 25-episode audio series walking through contract law from formation to remedies, with real-world cases and practical analysis.

vListen to the Contract Law Podcast Series

Comment:
Possibly a webpage
issue because the

www.podbean.com refused to connect

NO BACK BUTTON
FROM CONTRACTS
COURSE PAGE
BACKTO COURSES

podcasts work for me
on the Trade Secrets
Course page

Related Scholarship

Published articles and chapters related to contract law and commercial transactions.

Contract Law: Rules, Cases, and Problems

Carolina Academic Press, 2025

Comment:

Link not active
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Related Scholarship

Published articles on corporate governance, shareholder activism, and institutional design.

The Wrong Plaintiff: Contract Damages Versus Network Expulsion and the Collapse of Distributed Governance

, 2026

"Private” Governance Is Actually a Club Good

, 2026
Comment:

Looks like information is

The Unintended Consequences of Mandatory ESG Disclosures

Business Lawyer, 2022 missing (see red arrows) —

remove comma or add

Online Onboarding: Corporate Governance Training in the COVID-19 Era remaining information.

Arizona State University Corporate and Business Law Journal, 2021

Comment:
Social Media and Democracy after the Capitol Riot, or, A Cautionary Tale of the Giant Goldfish
None of the links on

this list are active.

Mercer Law Review, 2022

A Little Birdie Said: How Twitter Is Disrupting Shareholder Activism

Fordham Journal of Corporate and Financial Law, 2015

Legitimate University Governance

, 2025

University Disentanglement: Toward a Theory of University Governance

, 2024

Machines and Contractual Intent

, 2022

Delaware's Corporate Law Reform Would Fortify Stable Governance

Bloomberg Law, 2025

Musk's OpenAl and Warren Clashes to Steer Al Governance's Future

Bloomberg Law, 2025




COURSES -> TRADE SECRETS

NO BACK BUTTON
FROM TS COURSE
PAGE BACKTO
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Related Scholarship

Published articles on trade secret misappropriation, valuation, and IP remedies.

Valuing Uncertain Trade Secrets: Epistemic Boundaries of the Reasonable Royalties Remedy

forthcoming 2025 Comment:

Link not active.
“Forthcoming” 20257
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Corporate Governance, ESG Disclosure & Shareholder Rights

+ All Llusters

Board governance, mandatory ESG disclosure, shareholder activism, social media and corporate power, and the institutional design of organizations that

maintain — or lose — integrity.

"Private" Governance Is Actually a Club Good

forthcoming 2026

Network governance is a club good: excludable through ostracism, nonrivalrous up to congestion, voluntarily joined, and financed by members. Courts
that displace a network's authority to ostracize rule-breakers weaken the excludability that makes governance valuable to members and non-members
alike. When the ostracism mechanism loses credibility, members defect, governance quality declines, and the positive externalities governance
creates for non-members disappear. Courts should recognize doctrines that defer to network decisions as implicit Pigouvian subsidies that reduce

governance costs and help prevent the undersupply of socially valuable governance.

The Wrong Plaintiff: Contract Damages Versus Network Expulsion and the Collapse of Distributed Governance

forthcoming 2026

Courts awarding standard contract remedies can destroy private network governance. In collectively governed trading networks, commercial
cooperation depends on the credible threat of ostracism — a club good that is excludable and nonrivalrous. When judicial intervention displaces the
network's authority to exclude violators, it converts collective exclusion from a property rule into a liability rule and degrades the club good into a
public good. Making one obligee whole through expectation damages can produce a net welfare loss by weakening the credibility of exclusion.
Connects Buchanan's club goods theory to Calabresi and Melamed's property/liability distinction through the empirical work of Bernstein, Greif, Landa,

and Ostrom.

c 25 oranburg.law/scholarship/updates/ssrn-6439378.md
oo ®) Dashboard - Unive... ) Canvas @& Law Email Antitrust & 2L - Google Drive  {§§ Le

“Private” Governance Is Actually a Club Good
Seth C. Oranburgx

Abstract

« ”: Network governance is a club good. Courts that displace a network’s authority to ostra-
These “PDF” links cize rule-breakers weaken the excludability that makes governance valuable to members and
non-members alike. When the ostracism mechanism loses credibility, members de
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Contact

I welcome messages from students, journalists, researchers, and colleagues. Use the form below or reach out directly. P

Might delete this sentence unless you
provide a method for people to reach
out directly (email, phone, etc.)




